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Mudroom-Porch Combo 
Provides Functional, Casual 
Living Spaces
We are so proud of this mudroom and screened porch project 
that we just finished. Our client wanted her home to look different 
and bold. 

Nothing was off limits, so we were able to pair bright colors with 
natural wood elements and bold patterns that we had never 
used before.

The mudroom is extra important because it also acts as a back 
entrance that friends and family use when they enter the home. 
The entry door is bright yellow, which is so inviting and fun. We 
softened the bright yellow with cedar brackets and a metal roof.

We took out an outdoor deck to expand the inside space to 
create the mudroom. From there, we added huge floor-to-ceiling 
cabinets so our clients would have a place to put their purses, 
shoes, keys, and other everyday things. This space is also where 
the family does laundry and stores their cleaning supplies, so this 
extra space allowed them to have more storage while being a 
functional laundry room.
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As 2022 comes to an end, so does the ultra-matchy kitchen 
trend. The all-white kitchen is on its way out. Instead, we 
are seeing a trend towards combining design elements and 
textures to create a more interesting and appealing space 
in your home. 

Not quite sure how this works? Well, the great thing is that 
nothing is off limits - here are some ideas:

Combine Styles
You don’t have to decide on one design theme like “modern” 
or “farmhouse.” Instead, you can combine styles to create a 
space that is unique to you. For example, we like combining 
sleek, modern cabinets and counters with antique-style 
lighting and door handles.   

Pair Unlikely Textures and Materials
Does a rustic natural wood countertop and a glamorous 
marble tiled backsplash sound like a combination that 
would work? Surprisingly, it does. The new kitchen trend 
brings together materials that are not an obvious pairing to 
create an exciting and eye-appealing space. 

Another example could be using natural stone flooring, 
which is usually seen in a traditional style kitchen, with 
sleek black cabinets and metal countertops that would be 
considered more modern. 

Combining different wood tones is also a great way to 
incorporate this trend into your kitchen. You could have 
dark hardwood floors paired with light wood, like oak, 
for your cabinets. This used to be a “no-no” in design, but  
not anymore! 

Throw The Color Wheel Out The Window
What’s so fun about this home design trend is that the old 
design rules don’t have to be followed. You can and should 
use colors that don’t typically work together – the key is in 
the shade and the types of materials you use.

It’s okay to have a light shade of gray for the cabinets with a 
bold orange and bright blue backsplash. You can use blacks 
and browns together. If you wanted to, you could even have 
lime green cabinets with lavender floral wallpaper on an 
accent wall – we could make it work! 

Pay Extra Attention to The Finishes
For this trend to work, you need to pay close attention to 
the finishes. It used to be that all the finishes had to be one 
color or material, but with this trend, that’s frowned upon.

You can have a bronze-colored kitchen sink that matches 
your door pulls, but then have your faucet be a completely 
different material like chrome. The materials you use 
will complement the rest of the kitchen and tie the entire  
look together. 

Ready To Get Creative?
We know this trend is very different from what used to be the 
standard in kitchen design. Don’t worry, that doesn’t mean 
it will look bad. In fact, the new and exciting combination of 
colors, textures, and styles will be a welcomed change!

If you’d like to get started with putting ideas together, let’s 
chat! We will be able to discuss what you like and what you 
need and create a functional and on-trend space.  

Let’s get started!

All About Creating 
Contrast in the Kitchen
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Let’s look at some examples of how to incorporate this trend 
into your kitchen remodel:

Range Hood
An easy way to add contrast to your kitchen is by including 
an unusual range hood into your design. Choosing a range 
hood that does not match the rest of décor will make it 
stand out. 

If you have a modern kitchen with dark colors, a soft white 
range hood would be a good choice. If you have an all-white 
kitchen, adding a natural wood range hood will add warmth 
to the space.

Lighting
We want your lighting to make a statement. Regardless of 
your kitchen’s style, adding unique pendant lights over the 
island or a large chandelier made out of a material that has 

is not used anywhere else in the kitchen will add contrast to 
your kitchen in the best way.

Two-Tone
Two tone kitchen cabinets have been growing in popularity. 
Now, we’re taking that trend and adding to it. The two-tone 
cabinets can be paired with marble countertops and a stone 
backsplash. Or you could have natural stone flooring with 
wood cabinets and a different tone wood countertop. 

These are only a couple of suggestions to get your wheels 
turning. If you have more questions, just ask!

Looking ahead to 2023, it seems as if kitchens with contrasting 
colors, textures, and materials will be all the rage. But this 
trend doesn’t have to be limited to your kitchen. Let’s take 
this trend outside.

Adding contrast to your home’s exterior may sound like a 
challenge, but it can be easily done. If you want to be the first 
person on your block to hop on this trend, here are some 
ideas to make it happen.

The Front Door 
Having a front door that makes a statement has been on trend 
for years, but now we are taking it up a notch. If you have a 

traditional style home, you 
can add a front door that is 
sleek and modern. If your 
home is more modern, you 
could install a big, sturdy 
wood door for contrast. 

If that’s not enough, add 
some hardware that seems 
a little over the top. For 
example, we love stainless 
steel office-style pulls – 
these are vertical door pulls 
that can extend the length 
of the door. This will give 
your front door an even 
more dramatic effect to 
welcome you home.

Wood and Stone
We love mixing materials, and for your home’s exterior, 
wood and stone are the unlikely pairings we love the most. 
We don’t like the two materials to match each other. Instead, 
we opt for either white or earth-toned stones with red brick. 
The contrast in color and materials will give your home’s 
exterior dimension.

Try Out Some Metal
Metal might not be on the list of materials you want to use 
in your home, but give it a chance! Mixing metal with just 
about any other material will instantly make your home look  
more modern.

Using metal will be a great option if you need to replace your 
siding. Metal works great on the roof, too, and would look 
great with the wood and stone pairing.

Are you ready to create an exciting exterior for your home? 
Now is the time to do so! There aren’t many rules when it 
comes to this latest trend, so let’s get creative. 

Add Some Contrast  
to the Exterior

New & Unusual Finishing 
Touches for the Kitchen
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We had so much fun with the details in the mudroom. 
We painted the walls black and installed a neat geometric 
patterned tile floor, giving the room a ton of personality. 
We also included a beautiful wood bench that nicely 
complements the bold colors and patterns.

The screened porch is an area where our clients can 
entertain and where they hope their young son will one 
day bring his friends to hang out. We left the natural wood 
on the walls and added big floor-to-ceiling screens, which 
brought a ton of light into the room. 

The tall ceilings make the space feel massive and make it 
the perfect place for our clients and their friends to watch 
football on a Saturday afternoon.

We hope our clients love their new bright, bold, functional 
space. It was a project to remember and one that we are so 
proud of!

Mudroom-Porch Combo 
Provides Functional, Casual 
Living Spaces


